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marking	OrthographyAbbreviationsCapitalizationCommaHyphen	Variant	usageAfrican-American	Vernacular	EnglishAm	E	and	BrE	grammatical	differencesDouble	Grammar	Negatives	Disputed	VTE	English	auxiliary	verbs	are	a	small	set	of	English	verbs,	which	include	modal	verbs	in	English	and	some	others.	[1]	Although	the	definitions	vary,	as
generally	conceived,	an	aid	lacks	inherent	semantic	meaning,	but	modifies	the	meaning	of	another	verb	it	accompanies.	In	English,	verbal	forms	are	often	classified	as	auxiliary	based	on	certain	grammatical	properties,	especially	with	regard	to	syntax.	They	also	participate	in	subjects	-	auxiliary	reversal	and	denial	by	the	simple	addition	of	not	after
them.	History	of	the	concept	in	English,	the	adjective	auxiliary	was	"previously	applied	to	any	formative	or	subordinate	elements	of	language,	for	example,	prefixes,	prepositions".	Some	historical	examples	The	first	English	grammar,	pamphlet	for	William	Bullokar	grammar,	published	in	1586,	does	not	use	the	sodamahc	sodamahc	o£Ãs	sobrev	sortuo
so	sodot	euq	zid	sam	,"railixua"	Because	they	require	the	infinitive	mood	of	another	verb	to	express	their	meaning	of	meaning	perfectly:	and	being	these,	can,	can,	or	mought,	could,,	should,	should,	must,	and	sometimes	be	a	mere	sign	of	The	Future	Tense.	(Spelling	has	been	modernized)	[3]:	¢	â	â	€	¢	â	â	€	¢	âference	in	The	Life	and	the	opinions	of
Tristram	Shandy,	(1762)	the	narrator's	father	explains	that	"the	auxiliary	verbs	where	we	are	concerned	here,	...,	healthy,	healthy.	be	used;	or	not	not	".	The	1764	Wiseman	Grata	notes	that	most	verbs	can	not	be	combined	by	all	their	moods	and	times,	without	one	of	the	following	main	verbs	and	being.	The	first	serves	to	combine	the	rest,	providing
the	times	composed	of	all	regular	and	irregular,	active,	passive,	neutral	or	impersonal	verbs,	as	can	be	seen	in	their	own	variation,	etc.	Âferences	continues	to	include,	along	with	have	and	be,	from,	may,	can,	should,	as	auxiliary	verbs.	The	Fowler's	Grata	of	1857	has	the	following	to	say:	auxiliary	verbs,	or	help	verbs,	perform	the	same	writing	in	the



conjugation	of	main	verbs	that	inflexion	does	in	the	closed	wool,	although	even	in	these	Wool	Hands	The	noun	verb	is	sometimes	used	as	a	verb	of	help	...	the	verbs	that	are	always	auxiliary	to	other	healthy,	can,	may,	should,	should,	should;	II	Those	who	are	sometimes	auxiliary	and	sometimes	the	main	verbs,	to	have,	will	be,	will	be,	and	let	it.	And	it
should,	with	most,	also,	also	do	and	have.	Auxiliary	verbs	such	as	modern	gratas	do	not	differently	differ	in	the	list	of	auxiliary	verbs,	although	they	refined	the	concept	and	often	reconcellance	the	auxiliary	verbs	as	heads	of	a	verbal	sentence,	and	not	as	a	subordinate	element.	These	ideas	were	presented	for	the	first	time	by	Ross	in	1969.	[6]	Many
pedagogical	grammars	maintain	the	traditional	idea	that	auxiliary	verbs	are	subordinate	elements,	but	many	modern	grammars,	such	as	the	Cambridge	grammar	of	the	English	language,	lead	to	aids	to	be	heads.	This	is	shown	in	the	following	tree	diagram	for	the	clause	I	can	swim.	The	clause	has	a	subject	noun	phrase	and	a	verbal	sentence	of	the
head,	led	by	the	auxiliary	verb.	The	vice	president	also	has	a	complement	clause,	which	has	a	vice-president,	with	the	verb	of	the	head	swimming.	Auxiliary	verbs	versus	lexical	verbs	The	list	of	auxiliary	verbs	in	modern	English,	along	with	their	flexed	forms,	is	shown	in	the	following	table.	English	auxiliary	verbal	paradigm	plan	[7]	Present
participants	of	neutral	intermediate	time	cont.	Contr.	Neutral	negative	cont.	The	central	present	of	the	negative	past	will	not	be	possible,	could	not	not	power,	could	not,	could	not	power	not,	should	not,	should	not	be,	are	'm,'	s,	'no,	[8]	no,	was	not,	was	not,	was	not	being	has,	has	',	did	not	have,	did	not	have	to	not	need	not	dare	not	dare	that	some
linguists	consider	the	association	to	this	syntactic	class	assist	the	defining	property.	The	main	difference	between	this	syntactic	definition	of	"auxiliary	verb"	and	the	traditional	definition	given	in	the	above	section	is	that	the	syntactic	definition	includes	verb	forms	to	be	even	when	used	simply	as	a	copular	verb	(in	phrases	like	I	am	hungry	and	it	was	a
cat)	where	it	does	not	accompany	any	other	verb.	[9]	In	modern	English,	auxiliary	verbs	are	distinguished	from	the	lexical	verbs	by	the	most	pleasant	properties,	as	shown	in	the	following	table.	The	most	pleasant	properties	[10]	Auxiliary	verb	lexical	(finite)	Negation	Lee	will	not	eat	apples	*Lee	eats	no	apples.	Did	Lee	inversion	eat	apples?	*	Eat	Lee
apples?	Aof	not	being,	should	not,	should	not	eat,	*not,	*Maken't	*Maken't	Ellipsis	Lee	was	eating	and	Kim	was	eating.	*Lee	continued	to	eat	and	Kim	remained	also.	Refutal	A:	We	should	not	eat	apples.	B:	We	must.	A:	We	do	not	try	to	eat	apples.	B:	*	We	try	this.	Negotiation	Each	case	of	clausal	denial	requires	an	auxiliary	verb.	Until	middle	English,
lexical	verbs	could	also	participate	in	clausal	denial,	so	a	clause	like	Lee	eats	no	apples	would	have	been	grammatical,[11]:	Vol	2,	p	280,	but	this	is	no	longer	possible	in	modern	English.	Inversion	Although	English	is	a	subject-verb-object	language,	there	are	cases	where	a	verb	comes	before	the	subject.	This	is	called	subject-auxiliar	reversal	because
only	auxiliary	verbs	participate	in	such	constructions.	Again,	in	Middle	English,	lexical	verbs	were	not	different,	but	in	Modern	English	*eats	Lee	apples	is	ungrammatical.	Non	contraction	Most	English	auxiliary	verbs	–	but	no	lexical	verbs	–	have	a	negative	-n't	morpheme.	[12]	A	small	number	of	faulty	auxiliary	verbs	do	not	take	this	morpheme.	The
auxiliary	may	never	take	this	morpheme.	Am	becomes	not	only	in	non-standard	English	varieties;	otherwise,	it	has	no	negative	form.	Besides,	it	will	have	an	irregular	negative	will	not	go	instead	of	expected	*	will	not	and	must	have	an	irregular	negative	shan't	instead	of	expected	(and	now	archaic)[necessary	quotation]	*shalln't.	Elipse	In	a	typical
case,	an	auxiliary	verb	takes	an	undefined	clause	supplement.	But	this	can	be	eliminated,	as	in	the	above	example.	The	Lexicon	verbs	that	take	an	undefined	clause	complement	do	not	allow	this	type	of	ellipse.	Refugee	When	two	people	are	discussing,	the	second	can	deny	a	statement	made	by	the	first	using	a	stressed	too	or	so.	For	example,	having
been	said	that	they	did	not	do	their	homework,	a	child	can	answer	that	I	too.	This	type	of	refutation	is	impossible	with	lexical	verbs.	The	case	of	several	linguists,	including	Geoff	Pullum,	Pauland	Richard	Hudson,	and	Robert	Fiengohas	suggested	thatCases	like	I	want	to	go	(not	the	preposition)	are	a	special	case	of	an	auxiliary	verb	with	a	stressless
shape.	[13]	Rodney	Huddleston	argues	against	this	position	in	the	English-speaking	Cambridge	grammar,	but	Robert	Levine	contradicts	these	proposals.	[14]	Bettelou	Los	calls	Pullum's	arguments	"attractive".	[15]	In	terms	of	more	pleasant	properties,	examples	as	if	it	is	good	will	not	show	that	this	allows	for	denial.	Inversion,	contraction	of	no,	and
refutation	would	only	apply	to	tense	forms,	and	it	is	argued	that	it	does	not.	However,	it	allows	ellipseis:	I	do	not	want,	but	refutation	is	not	possible.	Helpful	as	verbs	to	help	an	auxiliary	is	traditionally	understood	as	a	verb	that	"helps"	another	verb	by	adding	(only)	grammatical	information	to	it.	[16]	On	this	basis,	the	English	auxiliary	include:	ways	of
the	verb	do	(do,	yes)	when	used	with	another	verb	to	form	questions,	denial,	emphasis	etc.	(see	support);	verb	forms	have	(have,	had)	when	used	to	express	perfect	aspect;	The	forms	of	the	verb	be	(am,	are,	were,	were)	when	used	to	express	progressive	aspect	or	passive	voice;	The	modal	verbs,	used	in	a	variety	of	meanings,	mainly	related	to	the
modality.	Here	are	examples	of	phrases	that	contain	the	types	of	auxiliary	verbs	above:	You	want	tea?	“do	is	an	auxiliary	who	accompanies	the	verb	quere,	used	here	to	form	a	question.	He'd	given	everything	from	you.	â€	”Tive	is	an	auxiliary	who	accompanies	the	past	given	participle,	expressing	perfect	aspect.	We're	singing.	â€	”	are	an	auxiliary	who
accompanies	the	current	corner	of	the	participle,	expressing	progressive	aspect.	It	was	destroyed.	-	It	was	an	auxiliary	who	accompanies	the	past	participle	destroyed,	expressing	passive	voice.	He	can	do	that	now.	Can	is	a	modal	auxiliary	that	accompanies	the	verb	do.	However,	the	above	understanding	of	the	auxiliary	is	not	the	only	one	in	the
literature,In	the	case	of	shapes	of	the	verb	to	be,	which	can	be	help	even	when	you	do	not	accompany	another	verb.	Other	approaches	to	defining	auxiliary	verbs	are	described	below.	Helps	like	verbs	with	special	grammatical	behavior	A	group	of	English	verbs	with	certain	special	grammatical	(synactic)	properties	distinguishes	them	from	other	verbs.
This	group	consists	mainly	of	verbs	that	are	auxiliary	in	the	above	direction	–	verbs	that	add	purely	grammatical	meaning	to	other	verbs	–	and	therefore	some	authors	use	the	term	"auxiliary	verb"	to	denote	precisely	the	verbs	of	this	group.	However,	not	all	enumerations	of	English	auxiliary	verbs	correspond	exactly	to	the	group	of	verbs	with	these
grammatical	properties.	This	group	of	verbs	can	also	be	referred	to	by	other	names,	such	as	"special	verbs".[17]	The	non-indicative	and	non-finite	forms	of	the	same	verbs	(when	they	perform	the	same	functions)	are	usually	described	as	auxiliary	also,	even	if	all	or	most	of	the	distinct	syntactic	properties	do	not	apply	specifically	to	them:	be	(as
infinitive,	imperative	and	subjunctive),	be	and	have	been;	as	perfect	use	in	part	and	I	have	no	idea.	Other	lexical	verbs	do	not	do	this	in	modern	English,	although	they	did	it	earlier,	and	such	uses	as	I	do	not	know.	can	be	found	in	archaic	English.	Meaning	of	contribution	Forms	of	verbs	have	and	be,	used	as	aids	with	past	participle	of	a	main	verb	and
present	participle,	respectively,	express	perfect	aspect	and	progressive	aspect.	When	forms	of	being	used	with	the	past	participle,	they	express	passive	voice.	It	is	possible	to	combine	any	two	or	all	three	of	these	uses:	The	room's	being	cleaned	in	the	last	three	hours.	Here	the	auxiliary,	were	and	being	(each	one	followed	by	the	appropriate
participline	type)	combine	to	express	perfect	aspect	and	passive	voice.	The	auxiliary	do	(does,	did)	does	not	typically	contribute	any	meaning	(semantic	or	grammatical),	except	when	used	to	add	emphasis	to	an	accompanying	verb.	This	is	called	the	emphatic	mood	in	English:	An	example	would	be	"I	do	go	to	work	on	time	every	day"	(with	intonational
stress	placed	on	do),	compared	to	"I	go	to	work	on	time	every	day."	As	an	auxiliary,	do	mainly	helps	form	questions,	negations,	etc.,	as	described	in	the	article	on	do-support.	Other	auxiliaries	¢ÃÂÂ	the	modal	verbs	¢ÃÂÂ	contribute	meaning	chiefly	in	the	form	of	modality,	although	some	of	them	(particularly	will	and	sometimes	shall)	express	future
time	reference.	Their	uses	are	detailed	at	English	modal	verbs,	and	tables	summarizing	their	principal	meaning	contributions	can	be	found	in	the	articles	Modal	verb	and	Auxiliary	verb.	For	more	details	on	the	uses	of	auxiliaries	to	express	aspect,	mood	and	time	reference,	see	English	clause	syntax.	Contracted	forms	"It's"	redirects	here.	For	other
uses,	see	It's	(disambiguation).	See	also:	Apostrophe	For	a	detailed	list,	see	Wiktionary:Category:English	contractions.	Contractions	are	a	common	feature	of	English,	used	frequently	in	ordinary	speech.	In	written	English,	contractions	are	used	in	mostly	informal	writing	and	sometimes	in	formal	writing.[18]	They	usually	involve	the	elision	of	a	vowel
¢ÃÂÂ	an	apostrophe	being	inserted	in	its	place	in	written	English	¢ÃÂÂ	possibly	accompanied	by	other	changes.	Many	of	these	contractions	involve	auxiliary	verbs	and	their	negations,	although	not	all	of	these	have	common	contractions,	and	there	are	also	certain	other	contractions	not	involving	these	verbs.	Contractions	were	first	used	in	speech
during	the	early	17th	century	and	in	writing	during	the	mid	17th	century	when	not	lost	its	stress	and	tone	and	formed	the	contraction	-n't.	Around	the	same	time,	contracted	auxiliaries	were	first	used.	When	it	was	first	used,	it	was	limited	in	writing	to	only	?	gnitirw	lamrofni	ylevitaler	ni	deretnuocne	eb	ot	ylekil	erom	hcum	era	hcihw	,d'uoy	dna	d'i
smrof	nuonorp	lanosrep	eht	erapmoc(	"dluow	yraM/nhoJ"	rof	d'yram	ro	d'nhoj	sassel	,	msilanruoj	,srettel	lanosrep	sa	hcus	noitcif	fo	edistuo	daerps	gnitirw	ni	snoitcartnoc	fo	esu	eht	,seirutnec	ht02	dna	ht91	eht	ni	.amard	dnais	available,	but	this	does	not	apply	in	questions,	where	speakers	can	feel	the	need	for	a	negative	contraction	to	form	the
analogue	of	is	not,	are	not,	etc.	(see	§	Contrations	and	reversal	below).	the	following	are	sometimes	used	instead	of	I	am	not	in	the	cases	described	above:	the	contraction	may	not	be	stopped,	among	its	other	bones.	for	details,	see	the	next	section	and	the	separate	article	is	not.	the	word	amnae	for	does	not	exist	in	Scots,	and	was	borrowed	in	Scottish
English	by	many	speakers.	[19]	the	amn't	contraction	(formed	in	the	regular	form	of	the	other	negative	contractions,	as	described	above)	is	a	standard	contraction	of	not	being	in	some	varieties,	mainly	Hiberno-English	(irish	english)	and	Scottish	English.[20][21]	in	Hiberno-English	the	question	form	(not	me?)	is	more	often	hated	than	the	declarative	I
am	not	19]	(the	i'n'n'n'n'n').	an	example	appears	in	the	poem	Impio	de	oliver	st.	john	gogarty	the	ballad	of	japing	jesus:	"If	anyone	thinks	I	am	not	divine,	/	he	does	not	receive	free	drinks	when	I	am	making	the	wine".	these	lines	are	quoted	in	james	Joyce	ulysses,[22]	which	also	contains	other	examples:	"I'm	not	with	you?	Am	I	not	your	girl?"	(speaking
by	cissy	caffrey	for	leopold	bloom	in	chapter	15).[23]	the	contraction	is	not,	that	in	standard	English	it	represents	is	not,	it	is	a	very	common	means	of	filling	the	"no	gap"	in	questions:	I	am	not	lucky	to	have	you	around?	some	xx-century	writers	described	this	oo	as	illiterate	u	strange;	today,	however,	it	is	reported	to	be	"almost	universal"	among
standard	English	speakers.	[24]	is	not	as	a	contraction	not	to	be	developed	from	a	no	pronunciation	(which	developed	in	part	of	no;	see	the	etymology	of	not	in	the	following	section).	in	non-rotic	dialects,	aren't	and	this	an't	pronunciation	are	otircse	rop	zev	ariemirp	alep	ecerapa	euq	,"t'niA"	omoc	otircse	res	a	uo§Ãemoc	mos	"mu"	ognol	mu	moc	"t'nA"
."res	o£Ãn"	arap	sadasu	¡Ãj	seµÃ§Ãagujnoc	sad	o£Ãsnetxe	amu	omoc	anucal	amu	odihcneerp	ret	edop	m©Ãbmat	"©Ã	o£Ãn"	rof	"t'nA"	."o£Ãn"	arap	odadum	ret	airedop	euq	o	,"o£Ãn"	uo	"o£Ãn"	omoc	otircse	iof	sezev	s	Ã	"©Ã	o£ÃN"	."o£Ãs	o£Ãn"	e	"o£Ãn"	arap	osu	ues	od	etnemetnednepedni	odivlovnesed	es	ret	edop	"©Ã	o£Ãn"	arap	"o£ÃN"	."©Ã
o£Ãn"	racifingis	arap	odasu	iof	"o£Ãn"	,6961	me	,e	"©Ã	o£Ãn"	ed	o£Ã§Ãartnoc	amu	omoc	odasu	iof	"t'nA"	,5961	mE	.aselgni	o£Ã§Ãaruatser	ed	sogrutamard	ed	ohlabart	on	zev	ariemirp	alep	ecerapa	"t'nA"	.etnemaenatlumis	esauq	"o£Ãs	o£Ãn"	e	"uos	o£Ãn"	aiv(	"o£Ãn	ue"	ed	uigrus	)"o£Ãn"	sezev	s	Ã(	"t'nA"	."ret	o£Ãn"	e	"res	o£Ãn"	ed	samrof	sair¡Ãv	s	Ã
odnednopserroc	,sªÃlgni	me	setnedecetna	soir¡Ãv	met	"t'niA"	]82[	.sªÃlgni	me	aisr©Ãvortnoc	ed	enerep	otnussa	mu	©Ã	"t'niA"	ed	osu	O	."	aireved	o£Ãn	"e"	o£Ãn	"o£Ãn"	,"airedop	o£Ãn"	,"edop	o£Ãn/edop	o£Ãn"	,"o£Ãn"	,"o£Ãn"	,"o£Ãn"	ed	o£Ã§Ãartnoc	amu	omoc	odasu	©Ã	m©Ãbmat	"o£Ãn"	sotelaid	snugla	mE	]72[	."	met	o£Ãn	"e	,"	iof	o£Ãn	""	met
o£Ãn	"o£Ãn"	o£Ãn	","	o£Ãs	o£Ãn	""	are	o£Ãn	","	©Ã	o£Ãn	","	o£Ãn	"o£Ãn"	arap	o£Ã§Ãartnoc	amu	e	omsilaiuqoloc	mu	o£Ãs	)o£Ãn	ogitra	on	sehlated	siam	me	satircsed(	o£Ãn	siaiuqoloc	seµÃ§Ãartnoc	sartuO	.setnalaf	sod	airoiam	alep	acit¡Ãrp	an	adatoda	o£Ã§Ãulos	a	©Ã	?uotse	o£Ãn	,otnatne	oN	]62[	.o£Ãrdap	od	oxiaba	odaredisnoc	©Ã	?©Ã	o£Ãn	e
,osodivud	©Ã	etnemlacitamarG	?uotse	o£Ãn	otnauqne	,odatefa	uo	odaglopme	eceraP	?uos	o£Ãn	acit¡Ãmarg	A	.o£Ãrdap	sªÃlgni	me	?©Ã	o£Ãn	E	?©Ã	o£Ãn	ªÃcov	a	etnelaviuqe	air³Ãtafsitas	etnematelpmoc	aossep	ariemirp	amu	etsixe	o£Ãn	,otnatroP	"?ed	acrec	sodrailas	so	e	si³Ã§Ãnel	so	odnarpos	¡Ãtse	euq	asirb	a	sanepa	©Ã	o£Ãn	e	;odnivuo	uotse
o£ÃN"	:7281	me	agimrof	an	odacilbup	,niffirG	dlareG	ed	adnaloH	ad	©Ãram	ad	,"yaD	s'nitraM	.tS"	me	omoc	,XIX	oluc©Ãs	od	edatem	ariemirp	an	mecerapa	"uos	o£Ãn"	rop	"uos	o£Ãn"	ed	solpmexe	arobmE	]52[	,XX	oluc©Ãs	od	oicÃni	on	"ue	e"	riutitsbus	a	uo§Ãemoc	"uos	o£Ãn"	aifargotro	a	E	res	eved	"o£ÃN"(	.arobme	odi	airet	o£Ãn	-	ietlov	o£Ãn
:niawT	kraM	ed	,nniF	yrrebelkcuH	fo	serutnevdA	ehT	ed	33	olutÃpac	on	,olpmexe	rop	,otsiv	©Ã	"t'niaH"	."t'niA"	moc	lev¡Ãibmacretni	amrof	ed	uo	ragul	on	odasu	©Ã	"t'niah"	,sotelaid	sortuo	mE	]13	[	."res	o£Ãn"	ed	seµÃ§Ãartnoc	rop	"o£Ãn"	e	"ret	o£Ãn"	ed	seµÃ§Ãartnoc	arap	odasu	©Ã	"©Ã	o£Ãn"	,"t'niA"	e	"o£Ãn"	ertne	o£Ã§Ãnitsid	a	mªÃtnam	euq
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